ity




NORTH COUNTY SENIOR
SOFTBALL LEAGUE

ROGER KELLER: COMMISSIONER

The NCSS league is a not for profit self
governing organization providing a
physical outlet for the senior who desires
a competitive environment. We offer the
opportunity to interact with other players
in a fair and ethical manner. Our goal is to
create an atmosphere for team play, which
fosters respect for the individual and the
game

The age of our players begins at fifty (50).
We have approximately 55 full time athletes.
Nine inning games are played each and
every Tuesday/ Thursday morning weather
permitting. The playing rules follow the
Written rules published by the SSWC
Organization. Any exception to the rules

is developed as a means for protection of

an injury to our players and voted on by all
league members. The leagues organizational
structure consists of a commissioner, a
player representative and a manager from
each team

Senior

Getting out on the field and going back in time

~-They still have their roves they had then

‘Soe rant and rave at the ump's every call
Thev're also the guys that could empty a hall

Softball

by Vince Petrecevich

They come from all walks of life
Greb glove and bat and weve to their wife

Doctors and teachers and policemen alike
Come in by car or truck or even by bike

Arrive at the field all ready to play

Ready for anything, this is their day

Reliving those days when they were eight or nire
Some played pro ball way back when,

Others never plaved a game before
When they were young to them it was a bore

Then there are those, the salt of the earth
You can't put a price on what they are worth

We take them in stride and put up with them zll
We're in charge 'til the Lord gives 'em a call

Whatever the reason, they're here for the fm
Of rumming and hitting and a day in the sun

They hit the ball as hard &s they can
4nd vhen they hit a good one, mEnr-o-mEn

They mun the bases as proud as can be
Some are fast and some as slow as you and me

There are times when they don't hit real good
At least not as good es they think they should
They forget how fast the vews fly by
ing h

: £3 Ftonfl T T 5179
They're fifty-five plus and living

With the good Lord's help they'll finish the game
Unless they pull 2 muscle and come up lam

joy the game, the losing and wiming
Fven when vyou blow it in the very last irning

o « 1 1 3 " mm 17 Y ey
So, if you're feeling down and really solem

~ PN T DUV S 3 .
Cheer up my friend, you're rot in the obit.colum




A BRIEF HISTORY
By Max Gritzmaker

As we celebrate the Silver Anniversary of the North County Senior Softball League I have
assembled the following pictures, newspaper clippings, accomplishments of some of its
players and other information that chromicles the history of the league. I joined the league
twenty years ago. The league was five years old at that time and had been taken over by
the Carlsbad Parks and Recreation Dept. to provide schedules and playing fields. The
league had been started in Vista five years previously. You will see a copy of the original
flyer ona following page inviting all interested parties to play softball. I understand that
their first games were played on Sunday afternoons in a coed church league. A short time
after I joined the league we asked the Carlsbad Parks and Recreation Dept. to let us
administer our own league. They agreed and we proceeded to do our own scheduling. 1t
was and eight team league that rapidly grew to ten and eventually twelve teams. We had
teams in Carlsbad, Oceanside, Vista, San Marcos and Escondido that involved over160
players. Six elected commissioners ran the league. An attempt to establish parity was
difficult and right next to impossible. Players wanted to play with their friends and did not
want to change teams. One team in the league only allowed men 70 years of age or older
on their team. Consequently some teams became disgruntled at seeing 3 or 4 teams
dominate the league. The commissioners conducted an all player survey in 1992, Asa
result of the survey, it was decided to split the league into an eight team recreation league
and a four team competitive league. As Chairman of the Commissioners I tried to devise a
schedule of limited inter-league play in order to maintain social contact and the camar-
aderie we had enjoyed. That was overwhelmingly rejected. As a result we have been
separate ever since. Previous to splitting we had large Christmas parties, picnics on the
beach at Camp Pendleton, All Star games and field days competing in home run contests,
throwing and running matches. I am sorry that was lost due to a few disgruntled players.
Our Competitive League eventually resorted to one Commissioner who worked with

the four managers. I held that dubious honor three years and was succeeded by Vince
Petricevich who as you can imagine ran a tight ship and was respected for his
contributions to the league. Vince had to return to Detroit because of the health of his
wife. I then inherited the job for one more year. In the early years things were much
simpler. There were no worries over insurance or paying for the use of playing fields. We
have been lucky to have very competent Commissioners over the years. I have given them
space on the following page. I hope I have not left anyone out. If so I apologize. I hope
you enjoy what we have put together. While the early years are sketchy we should not
forget the contributions of men like Blackie Cahill, Bill Allen, Harvey Nelson, Jack Welsh,
Bill Homecke and many others. A few of us remember them but most of you will not. A
special thanks to Al McGee for his printing work and Joe Raffa for his photography work.
As an observer of Senior Softball for all these years Coach John Woodens’ words have

a special meaning for me.

“SPORTS DO NOT BUILD CHARACTER - THEY REVEAL IT”’

I can’t help but love you all. “You are the greatest friends one could have.”



Competitive League
Commissioners
Past and Present

Max Gritzmaker Vince Petricevich Joe Raffa

Dick Ellison Roger Keller
Chuck Enger and Tom Turpin also served as commissioners but
no longer play in our league. The duties of the Commissioner are
many. They include providing Ieadership in enforcing rules of
play, striving for team parity, providing safe playing conditions,
and balancing the budget.




Competitve League
Hall of Famers

s

Brad Merrill Bob Kaump

These players have made us proud by being inducted into the Senior Softball
Slow Pitch Hall Of Fame. They have been on many Senior Softball World
Series Championship teams. They have demonstrated their excellence on the
fields of play in many parts of the USA. Collectively they have enough rings
and awards to open a jewelry store. Our congratulations go out to them.
Many players in the league also sport World Championship rings but have not
reached the level of Hall Of Famers. I feel the future will find that we will
have more players from our league in the Hall Of Fame.
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VISTA PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

NOUNCING THE FORMATIOH jf
OF A .

SENIOR ClTlZEN
SLOW- PITCH

SGEFIBALL LEAGUE JE.

FOR PERSONS 55 VEARS AND OLDER

FOR -- FUN, FITNESS AND RECREATION

MODIFIED RULES: No sliding, No bunting, No stgalihg,

No collisions, Can overrun any base. v
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: P

724-2962, between 9 a.m. - 2
8

p.
758-7570, between 2 p.m. - D.

S 8
.MQ'.‘

Please detach form below and return

to the Vista Parks and Recreation

Dept. at City Hall, or Community Center
at 160 Recrealion Drive or the Brengle
Terrace Recreation Center by May 15, 1982.

B

I am interested in playing in or assisting the Senior Citizen softball team.

i

Name 5 L ', Address Telephone
%;,: i . i w T
I prefer to play:’ . S ecoed team men‘s team women's team
x.x\ S—— L ——— ———

F ol . ¥ v
E T will help organlzesaﬁleague ] I will be a scorekeeper

. R .i',, .

I will be an umpire .. = o
‘Q?*“” ”ﬁ

» 3 ot e o e - s //’ ~, /’;’"f P aE
. v'-gfq.{‘*}g? Cp/y ﬁ[[“' /Kz‘ffﬂ ‘g)/ e /5"/_/.; J/}?/{////" . AT LS AL / e
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Softhall Over 60
Seniors Have
Some Good
Innings Left

By DAVIDSMOLLAR,
Times Staff Writer

VigT

ISTA--Senjor-citizen power
hese dava epcompasses more than
rotests al mobile home parks or
gntation for higher Medicare pay-
senis I includes three-run triples
nat eplit the aliey in left center,
aund-the-horn double plays and
unning catehes in right field.

Just ask Harvey Neison or Bill
Allen or Roy Phillips in Vista, or
#red Hart or Jessie Hopkinson in La
desa They're among the hundreds
septor citizens who have flocked
s sio-piteh softhall in the past five
Leagues have heen formed
ad the ciy of Las Vegas this past
ceek nosted the Hfth annual na-
Porournament with 24 teams
81ates

caway from just watch-

aned his team -

went through a spirited
practes nore last week

o xapier around, gl down,
at earh siner and have a bail
fun,” audeds Bl Bradford, a
stred eivit engineer who handles a
wan glove at third base and sull
sorts a4 powerful battng stroke at
ne plate, TThere are guys out here
so've had open-beart surgery or

Plense see SLO-PITCH, Page 5

JOEL ZWINK
Harvey Netson, left, reaches for the ball in front of Bill Hornke during a Vista seniors’ slo-pitch practice session.




SLO-PITCH: Vista Seniors Get on the Ball

Continued from Flrst Page

with scars all over them who are playing their
hearts out.”

The popularity of the game for seniors has
spread by word of mouth as would-be
participants discover slo-pitch, where the
bail is lobbed by the pitcher so that, if not
»,wung at, it will fand on the home plate arca.

Clancy Phillips, who helped organize the
Santa Oldtimers, one of the nation’s first
teams, satd that few if any of his contempo-
raries today would play the fast-pitch version
popular durmg their youth. "You've got to
remember that we don't have the reflexes La
get out of the way all that quickly any more.’

Players on senior teams must be 55 and
older, with the average age about 83, give or
take a year, according to coaches and recre-
ation directors. Softball rules aré slightly
modified to prohibit sliding and allow over-

running of gecond and third bases as long as

the player does not try to advance to the next
base.

The Vista team is typical of the style of play
by seniors and was formed as San Diego
County's first team a year ago after several
seniors heard from Los Angeles-area friends
about the fun they were having.

Hoping for a League

"We put a little ad in the paper and got six
guys to turn out,” Bill Allen, a retired moving
company employee, said. “Now we've got
more than 20,and we're looking for guys in
other cities to organize and we’ll put together
a league.”

Some players are retired, some semi-re-

tired and a few still work. Most played

fast-pitch softball as youngsters, with several
continuing to participate in sandlot or indus-
trial-league games as young adults. Jack
Pocock shagged fly balls {for Ford Motor Co.
inn Detroit and Nelson did similar duty for the
Chrysler Corp. But the new slo-pitch game

Roy Phillips has trouble with a fly ball.

represents the first time in more than a
quarter-century that the men have taken the
field. They said that, after they passed 40,
they became too slow for regular softball.
“Gosh, iU's 35 years since 1 last played,”
“‘Alleny said.. But, attired in his gray team jersey

} with ‘blue shoulder trim, Allen delemsed the

[RECE R S TP

_ new players because, as coach Phillips said of

- Day earlier this year. Hart, who also has an

plate like a mature-looking Terry Kennedy ol !
the Padres,

"“You know, it's not that we ¢an't bat or
throw the ball well,” said Mike Ordman, a
retired butcher who at 69 years is the oldest
team member. “The real problem ig the legs.
We just can't hustle around the basegs like we
used to.”

Keep Eye on Vegas

Some of the more-established Orange
County teams have joined together into four

. leagues based on ability. The A- and B-divi-

sion teams vie for tournament berths at Las
Vegas annually and take the sport most
seriously. Santa Ana even holds tryouts for

his team, where the average age is 66,
“they're getting old.”

. Yet even teams like Santa Ana and Tustin
play as much for fellowship as for competi-
tion, “There’s a real feeling of camaraderie

~ among 70-year-old men with a cause. We'rea |
bunch of old guys who like to play ball,” said

Claney.

But it's not just older men. A new team in
L.a Mesa includes women as well, “Why not?”
asked Fred Hart, a parks and recreation
commissioner in La Mesa who, at 75 years,
decided to form the team, “It’s a psychological
lift for old people to get off their duffs and
have the fun they have.”

Hart has organized a series of games with
Vista, the first of which wag held on Father’s

amateur jazz band, arranged for the band,
together with welcoming banners and
streamers, (o appear at the ball field. Because
Vista has no women players, La Mesa loaned
half of its women to Vista for the game,

“We gave Vista an autographed ball and
even raised $56 from volunteers for the
program,” Hart said. “All we have to do next
time is win!”




Vista Seniors drop game again;
still tied for lead ‘with Carlsbad

EL CAJON — For the second straight time,
the Vista Senjors slow-piteh softbull teams was
defeated Tuesday fn the Sen Diewo County
softball league for men 53 und oldes.

Vista Seniors perfect goes to Vista
after win over El Cajon Suse ; m v seoe o

ion Tuv.:s(la
The Vista Seniors ended the first  nke, Bill Aiken. Bill Manor {or © {‘ San Diego County league far men 55 snd
round of the San Diege County cident,

| oibulleaguc for men Soundolder Lone | Vo tg Seniors handed
Vista senior | first defeat this season

woinch Vista seniors win
< lost e W
softball club
» »
W‘ ns a ga ! n . < Vista beat Pacific Beach 11-10 Tuesday at
el round e Breagle Terrace to open up the second-round of

Y It was another ome-run baligame for Vista's 5
LA MESA — The Vista senior men's softbai 77077700 77 the season. Vista was 50 in the Fist roand N

“Cardiac Kids." who play in the San Diege
. County sofrball league for men 53 and oider, .




This newsletter is dedicated to Seniors 55
years young and over. They comprise the

membership of a North County league of 10 softball @
teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and
_exercise.
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teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for funfa
exercise.
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This newsletier is dedicated to Seniors 55 \
years young and over. They comprise the ~ = T
membership of a North County league of 10 softball @
teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and
~ exercise,

H I I Ty D xy sy o Th vy RO~ T p ! o T o o g
L=R: Jan Staaits, Dan MclLane, Art Alpanesc,
» x n oy b 3 2 e s = B 2 der - ~ R
re Moomaw, Bob Slyder, Frank Stanley, Bob

Ockander, Bruce Gilbert.

I Yoeden e A
LOLdey, vern

e Front Rew - L-R:  Bob Connail, Roy Marabella, Bob
-

, Max Gritzmaker, Russ Murico, Carl Hansed Bill
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years young and over. They comprise the .:_j}-“’—-' ) i
membership of a North County league of 10 softball @

teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and
exercise.
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This newsletter is dedicated to Seniors 55
years young and over. They comprise the ~"==

membership of a North County league of 10 softball @
teams that play each Tuesday and Thursday for fun and
~xercise.

— Tront Row -~ L %o R - lurray Rose, Joes Antal, Joe Weiner,

Dick Hubvendor?f, Ileoc Gardarian,
Second Fow - I to B, - Harold Xlein, Harry 3tznoff, Kait Johen,

a

Jay Jewell, Jim Ryarn, Arnold Hyman.
Row - 1L to R. - Sax Davidson, Dick Jecobsen, Iggy Hornzleth,
T

Tnil “rusen, nd Bermingham.
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NEWS RELEASE

Jim Bradshaw 5%
City of Carlsbad

{619) 434-2841

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

S

S.D.C.5.5.a.

For more than 4 years now, gentlemen and women throughout
San Diego County have been participating in "55 and better”
scftball at area parks. In the North County, Bill Allen of
Oceanside, and Bob Morris of the Carlsbad team were some of
the picneers in organizing the original group of men to play.
The North County league now encompasses 10 teams from 5
different cities, with more than 150 participants. An
additional dozen teams play in the San Diego area and
throughout the South County.

Throughout the short history of the $.D.C.S$.85.A., plavers

have often reiterated their desires in plaving the game.

Most coften heard is the desires for comraderie, wholesome
workout, and the return to a form of the game that so many

of us have grown up with and enjoyed as young men. The league
continues to grow and prosper. All men and women from through-
cut the area are invited to participate, to recapture the love
cf this great game. For any additional information on the
5.D.C.8.8.A., please call 434-2841. Teams are always looking
for playvers!

= —

W Carisbad Inp/

~ DONLARSON BEACH & TENNIS RESORT

UMSVPOHSOB o Eric M. Siegel
SUPER SENIORS SOFTBALL TEAN Coners Manoger




larlsbad Inn George Slavik 753-7914

Jista Sportabout Bob Adelson 7264462
411 About Travel Srs. Adiran DaSilva 741-3232
Oceanside Pizza Place Bill Allen 726~-3352
Encinitas Elks Max Gritzmacker 431-0112
Bank of La Costa Srs. Syd Shipman 433-0219
Leisure Village Leo Gardarian 726-7240
Oceanside Coasters Red Davis 439-3577
Carlsbad Jays Maynard Waxenberg 438-5343
Super 70's Jack Estes 722-0558

Duke Snyder, Hall of Famer and ex-Dodger, likes to tell this
story, and we can't testify that it's true.

When the Dodgers were in Brooklyn, they had some local Catholic
Sisters that were great Dodger fans. One in particular, her
name being Sister Mary, she was really a great fan. As the
story goes, a little while after the team left for Los Angeles,
Sister Mary died, and some of the players went to her funeral,
and on the headstone, it read:

Sister Mary

Greatest Dodger Fan

Born a virgin

Lived a virgin

Died a virgin

No hits - no runs - no errors

The North County Senior Softball is always looking for handsome
rich and professional rallplayers (don’'t we wish) to come and
join us in having fun every Tuesday and Thursday morning. We
enjoy good health and un. The league is always having picnics
and parties, so get yoir glove out of storage and join us.
Above is a list of the team and team managers. Give them a cal

They will be glad to aiswer your questions and invite you out %
play.

The original Carlsbad 3oftball Team began early in 1984. Bob
Morris, Howard Harmon, Bob Thomas, Joe Misko, George Slavik,
Walt Wyckoff, Monty Marales, Sam Caito and Harvey Eisenbrown
were some of the first team members. Later, Gene Hargett, Dan
MclLane, Jack Estes, Ne&l Janad, Jack Pezzoni and Don Sweet joine
the group. Games werenlaved at Chase field. The Carlshad.
Seniors played Vista Seniors, La Mesa Seniors, E1 Cajon Seniors
and Pacific.Beach Seniors. Carlsbad won very few games.

Bob Morris was the manager, and Howard Harmon was the team
captain. Most of these players are still playving. 7The Carlsbha
team is still a contender, as you all know.
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Under 70? Forget

By CAROL MASCIOLA

Staff Writer

CARLSBAD — Jack Estes
eved the hot softball field

through the chainlink fence, his
white hair poking out of his
baseball hat. His maroon jersey
read 70+ " — because that’s how
old you're supposed to be to play
on his team.

““This team here should beat
us because they're so much
yvounger. They have some slug-
gers,” Estes said, pointing his
finger at the opposing Bank of La
Costa team -— a group of
hungry-looking 60-vear-olds
warming up on the diamend.
“Just remember, this is one of
the best teams in the league.”

The juniors had a big edge,
Estes claimed, because a
player's speed dwindles and his
reflexes dull a little with each
passing vear.

Good thing the sense of humer
doesn’t.

“Ha! He can’t run. He's just
like a deadwood out there,”
laughed Lorin Goodin, 7oish,
watching one of his teammates
as the game got under way. He
shook his head.

Goodin  believes the middle-
aged guys should give the 0+4-
ers a couple of free runs for be-
ing so old. But because nobody
can figure out how many runs is
the right number. nobody — not
even Methuselah — gets any.

Goodin mumbled that he can't
even get opponents to give him
the age difference in pins when
he goes bowling.

Others in the stands added
their comments as the game
progressed: “You run like a
truck ... He's stuck to the mound

He's a clown umpire: he
doesn't know the first thing
about nothin” ... He'll never get
that ball. He got if! Nice going!™

Luckily, there’s more than
competition to North County
Sentor Softhall

There’s also the cold beer at
the pizza place with friends after
the  Tuesday and  Thursday
games, and the veeasional beach
party fealuring pit-barbecued
beef and coleslaw

about playing for
swinging seniors

There's enjoying retirement —
which some say can be a strug-
gle against boredom, and refiec-
ting on past youth.

“There's a fellowship. You

know everyvbody,” said Quent

Garman, a retired Navy chaplain
who has played softball for 52
consecutive years. *‘I'm 70. When
you get to be 70, sedentary habits
move inon you. This team is kind
of a boon for our age group. Most
of 'em would be staying home
and watching TV. It maintains
interest and gives em something

“You don’t sit down all day
and look at TV and die within six
months after retirement,” said
Tony Tyler, 72, a retired facili-
ties engineer who used to pitch in
semi-pro baseball.

“Many of us tried out for the
majors when we were really
good. In our younger days many
of us have heen coaches, we've
organized teams, helped the
voung ones get started in sandiot
baseball. Now that we're older, if
we’re able to bend down and stop
a ball or hit well enough to win a
few games, we're happy. We all
jove the game and maybe we're
trying to bring back our youth.
We still think we're young.”’

Five years ago Estes and
seven other 55-plus men made up
the seniors’ league here. Friends
told friends and one by one, soft-
ballers put down their beer cans
and clicked off the TV. Today 140
players make up the 10-team
North County league — including
a couple of women who are
“pretty good, considering,”’ as
one of the male plavers put it.

It was the bottom of the sixth
and the younger blue shirts were
ahead by three runs.

William “Bud” Hardin, out
with a hurt leg, watched from
the stands, looking like he wish-
ed he was well. Hardin, a San
Marcos resident, played on pro-
fessional baseball teams for 14
years, including half a season as
a shortstop with the Chicago
Cubs and a half-season with the
then-Triple A Padres in 1957

With the Cubs. his annual sai-
ary was $7,000.

After baseball Hardin worked
as a grip in Hollywood.

“1 worked some with Elvis. He
was great. Elvis was a really
nice person,” Hardin reminisced
as the game progressed. The sun
beat down. “Let’s see, I worked
on “CHIPS" for three years. I
enjoyed that. There was a lot of
action on that show ... And with
Burt Reynolds on ‘The Man Who
Loved Cat Dancing® .. I liked
working with Burt. Burt was one
of the boys.”

Rich histories sparkled all
over the diamond.

Al Hainke waited for his turn
at bat, chatting about his days as
an illustrator with the Chicago
Daily News. “I started when
Capone was running around,”
Hainke said, flashing the press
ID he still keeps in his wallet.
“Back then the best newspa-
permen in the world didn’t go to
college and they were the worst
drunks in the worid.”

Nearby, Garman bossed his
teammates like he was still a
Navy chaplain. He served as
pastor of Christ Lutheran

» See Softball. Page B-4
p From Page B-1

Church in Pacific Beach for 35
vears and now travels the coun-
try raising money to build new
Lutheran churches in the West.

Frank **Cal” Calgano flew sor-
ties in B-24s out of Italy during
World War II. He doesn't fly
bombers anymore, but his
teammates said he still “‘runs
like a rabbit.”

Many of the plavers moved
away from old friends in other
parts of the country to retire or
fight the ailments of age in the
warmth of Southern California.

A lot of the men have wives
who are sick or they have had
cancer themselves, but they
come right back out here and
play.” said Gloria Rithaler. who
moved with her husband Ron
from the Boston area six years
ago. “You see the scars on their
legs and yet they run arvound
those bases. The doctor sayy it's
the best thing for them ™

Ron, who spent his life as &
road musician and plaved mih
Guy Loembardo, now plavs for
the La Costa Bank i« 3
he can’t mare the
events his teamm
¥ iozw come 2nx
IF A weren
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MEMORANDUM
3~30~-92

TCQ: COMMISSIONERS AND PLAYERS OF SENIOR SOFTBALL LBACUE ww%¢
FROM: LEAGUE COMMITTEE TO EXPLORE TEAM BALANCE —
SUBJECT: RESULTS OF LEAGUE SURVEY (106 FORMS RETURNED) ifjrwk Ty
s J%%f?
QUESTION #1: Are you satisfied with present alignment? e i

YES 21 NO 83 = 80% NO —,
QUESTION #2: Do you approve of splitting league into =
twe divisions?

YES 78 NO 26 = 75% YES

QUESTION #3: Would you accept assignment to a different

team?

YES 46 NO 57 = 55% NO

QUESTION #4: Do you approve of handicapping teans?
YES 41 NO 52 = 56% NC

QUESTION #5: Should new players be assigned to weaker teams?
YES 58 NG 47 = 54% YES

QUESTION #6: Are you in favor of lowering eligibility age?
YES 18 NO 85 = 83% NO

QUESTION #7: Would you accept change of playing days?
YES 56 NC 46 = 55% YES

CONCLUSIONS:

As you see, only questions 1,2 and 6 received results that
prompted the committee to move forward. Particularly questlons 1
and 2. The other guestions were inconclusive and NO ACTION is
being considered at this time. Question 6 received a definite NO.

RECOMMENDATIONS::
Iin view of the above, the committee recommends that the league be
split into TWC divisions. A COMPETITIVE Division consisting of 4
teams (GRAND DELI,VISTA,R0S8SI’S and THAT PIZZA PLACE)} and a
RECREATIONAL Division composed of the remaining é teams.

A schedule is being submitted that allows limited inter-division
play. There were concerns that a complete split of the league
would result in & loss of contact and camaraderie with the other
teams. The proposed schedule calls for the Competitive Division to
play about 66% of its games within their divisicn. The
Recreational Division will play 75% of its games within their
division. The schedule would be as follows:

COMPETITIVE DIVISION
Play each other 7 games each =
Play other & teans 2 games each ==

RECREATIONAL DIVISION
5 games each B
2 games edch =




-7 -

211 games count in the standings and separate standings for each

division will be recorded. While it’s not a major concern of the

committee, the Competitive Division might want to adopt some rule
changes.

ADDITIONAT. REMARKS:

The committee wishes to stay active to explore ways toc strengthen
teams. We will be conferring with the Managers hoping to come up
with some answers. Forty six players indicated that they would be
willing to be reassigned. Lower teams in each division will need
strengthening. It is the committees hope that we can help
facilitate VOLUNTARY movement of players. If any of those 46
players are interested, please call any of the committee members
listed below. Thanks for your participation and remarks.

COMMITTEE:

John Cammerata 7468408 Bill Parkinson 946-9685
Max Gritzmaker 431~0112 Bob Slvder 944-0998
Bob McDonald 792-6358 Tony Tyler 729-4374

Bob Morris 439-6414
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Vines Petricevich huos helped
piteh Vista Hportaboul to o twe-
gamen-te-une win in the North
Cotunty Sewior Softball Lesgue
chafnpionship series,

An Encinilss resident, Petrice-
vich digplayed good contrel as Viasta

Vista Sportabout
Submitted photo’

game* of the series
Qarishad whmh
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, Chino 10-4 and Jack's 5-0 to

reach the finals,

111

onship game, F&.J

turned back Grohe Faucets 4-3 to

i the champi
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The senior softhall playoffz ended  Place of Carlsbad stung Cam's Crew,

with upsets in both divisions,

in the lower division, That Pizza  munity Park, 2997 Glasgow.

- 2

]
ta =

( 1410, to vlaim its first title. Solid hit- -
Inthe upper fcompetitive) division,  ting led the way as Tom Zack went
sta Sportabout turned the tableson  five-for-five with & home run. Ray
Carisbad Grand Del, 13-2and 12-6,t0  Hamel had four hits and Irwin Gal-
win the best-of-three series. It wasthe  ter had three, including a homer.
second time o as many seasons Vista Playoff teams from both divisons
hastaken thecrown away from Grand Wil compete in an All-Star game at
Deli, whowonthe regularseason title. 10030 a.m. today at Calavera Com-

aturday-Sunday, December 19-20, 1992 The Vista Press

Senior softball champs — again
Spert About of ¥ista has repeated as North County

hampions. First row, from lefte Dick
kiinger, Max Griizmaker. Lou Guevara,
< Wilheim Secong row. Tom Bigs, Bill

=3 s
Rowiand, Vinnie Petreicevich. John

fa

o

e —
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RANCHO BERNARDO —
Thé SanDiego Senior Sports
Festival's Senior Olympics -
kicked off Sunday with a soft-
ball tournamentand carnival at
RanehoBernarde Community
Park. ,

Besidesthesoftballgames,
theevent festured celebrities,
music, puppet shows, clowns,
an antique carparadeand an
ice cream social.

Itwasthe firsttime that
North and Bouth County senior
softball tezms were pitted
againsteach other. The games
ranfrom 830 aam.foZ2pan.
Sunday, and were set to contin-
ue 2t ¥ aum. this morning. Tues-
é:l}f’* s games will be determined
by whowins Sunday and Mon-
w;&)

Unlike regular baseball
3 zm seniors p}m* #modi-

; that prohibits plekle
vir» seau,nrr off and srgu-
rents with umpires. All games
areseven 1nmz:gs or 75 min~




"DON BOOMER / N
Sport About's Bob Kaump tracks down a fly ball as teammate Bl Rath backs him up,

Seniors find their

fountain of youth

IN softba

GLAE THIEN
NOsTH

Piugs

VISTA — They followed the
guine by lining up like youth
teams do for o s aof congratus
Tatory high fives. It didi't matter
that the high five was popularized
well after their days as v

The senior softhall players i
the North County Competitive
League gladly enter their second
childhood when they ‘(np on the
field for games at Bre ngle Terrace
Park in Vista.

“We're just kids, vou kunow,
growi-up  kids,”  Fscondidoe’s
Hank Mason said, “And every-
body sure plays havd”

In a way, they also defy the
aging process,

Carlshad’s Vinnie Petricevich
just qualified for the 70-plus age
group, but he stays m the 65-phus
division,

“Toy in better shape than |
ever was sl because of this)” said
Petricevich, who doubles as the
leagues commissioner, “A year
and a hall ago, 1 ioined o {itness
club to keep up in softhall, Also, |
walk twice a day”

Carlshad’s Bob Morris helped
faunch what’s evalved inte the
current league in 1983, and jus
like the league, hie’s still going
strong,

“1hit a rriple today,” he said
after a mid-May game, “That’s noy
bad for someone who's 73
This st the super slow-

| league

B What: tarth
tive Leag

vty Compedi

| When* Year-round with ooea-
siomal brpaks, Tunsdays and
Thursdays.

B Where: Brengle Yorraos Pakin
Vista,

Q quormmionz o

M Grite
of Hank

vqumwm %y

from the North County leagne
also play on tournanient teams,

which ave Like allsrar squads,
iraveling to regional and m sbional

competition.

“We don’t run as fast as we
once did, or throw as hard, and
that all compensares for ftgell)”
Mason d(knmvlud;,szei “But every-
one swings the but just as hard,
and the ball travels just as fast”

I an equipment bag near one
dugout, the contents included
Ben-Gay  ointment. But then
major leaguers have the beneiit

» SOFTBALL, C2

motion senior softball thats been
shown on some aational Ty
reports erther. About 25 plavers |




> SOFTBALL

Continued from C1

of a full training room.

-~There are some bumps and
bruises from the games, the play-
ers-say, yet major injuries are
avoided.

" Besides, these guys are a hardy
bunch. At a recent game, the
pitcher for one team had open-
heart surgery less than one year
ago, and the third baseman on
other side was playing one day
before a scheduled hernia opera-
tion.

The North County league
schedules games on Tuesdays and
Thursday most of the year, Toss in
tournaments for some players
and just extra pick-up games for
others, and the number of games
can rise quickly.

- Petricevich figured that he
had played in more than 90
gaines in under five months this
year. If's a number that gives him
delight since he couldn’t play
near that many in the cold of
Detrotit, his former hometown.

To drive this point home, Pet-
ricevich guizeed another one-
rime Michigan resident, Bob
Kaump.

“How many games would we
have played by this time back
there?” Petricevich asked.

“(h,” Kaump replied, “proba-
bly about two.”

The league is a bit of a melting
pot bringing together long-time
residents and those who moved
to the North County for the
weather following retirement.

That’s resulted in a social side
as important as softball itself to
the league.

“It’s a good way for people
from all over the country to meet
others and make new friends,”
Morris said. “That's whart it is all
about”

The majority of the league
members plaved vouth softball,
and many continued in service
ball, recreational leagues or other
competitive outlets.

But come middle age, thev
vielded to vounger adults in bet-
ter shape. And that led to a break
since there haven’t been leagues
expressly for plavers in their 40s
and 50s.

S0 the senior league, which

i B 4
DON BOOMER / Noxrr County

Pitcher Vinny Petricevich of Sport
About tosses one to the plate.

S

starts with players 55 and over,
has also represented a sports
rebirth for them.

Local teams tend to mix age,
and organize, according to abil-
ity. There were three competitive
teams and eight recreational
squads early this year, but start-
ing with a new schedule Thurs.
day, there will be six teams on
the competitive level.

The rules for senior softbail
include a few revisions from the
usual game. Plavers can overrun
second and third base without
being out. Also, there’s an alter-
native spot behind the plate for
runners to score, and there are
force plays only at home. This is
all done to avoid collisions.

On another front, to keep
games from getting out of hand,
the team that’s ahead is limited
to a maximurm of five runs per
inning
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Vlsta team back

CHAMP!ONS The
- Sport About team of
- Vista returns from World

- Series with the gold.

By JOHN STREY
The Viata Prass Stalf

Members of the Vista Sport
*.-About senior slowpitch softball

‘team are sporting new world

championship rings.
Composed of players bet-
ween the ages of 58 and 66, the

_ Vista team surpnspd the field

s

“" of 12 teams in the Senior World

Series tournament at Kansas
City by wmmng nine of 11
games. "

The idea to orgamze the

_team along the lines of a 1892
““Ylineup ‘which had captured the”

local Brengel Terrace tourna-
ment came from longtime Vista
player John Odell, a former
star pitcher for the now-
defunct  Vista Bombers mens
open fastpltch team,

“Some of the guys got to talk-

petition,”

Senior SIOWpitch

ing about it and adecxded ﬂ:?
would be fun to get/the same .

guys back on the diamond and

see what we could'to qualify. -
and ,play in the national com- -
said - Vince ‘Pet-”

ricevich. )
Team membera mc]uded
Odell, Jack Underwood, Otis
Rowlzmd, Tom Bice, Frank

Wilhelm, Max . Gritzmaker,
Frank Ferguson,. Manny

Magana, ‘Bill Parkinson, Pet-

ricevich and coach Tony Altieri.

Petricevich said - Odell,

Wilhelm and Gritzmacher had.
super games, m the stourna-
‘ment.
Several Sport About players,

including Petricevich, are join-
ing manager Bob Ross' San
Marcos Chiefs team for & four-
day world championship tour-
nament to 'be played this
weekend at four different

L7 577 79

<"‘*..«
7

with world tm

" dmmonds in Palm Spnngs

A total of 137 teams have
registered for the tournament

‘which runs. from: Saturday ‘
. through Tuesday. =~

. “For a bunch of old guys, this -

’group is extremely healthiy and

? Pet-

‘ricevich said. “But the bottom..

we hope to stay that way,’

line is that we're all having f‘un,‘
win or lose,
Petricevich said he played 22

games in nine days two months -

ago and came out with a sore or

= ALEKTT /45’/

gimp yl

“1 played vnth the 60s group
in Menafee and then wentover
to the 655 tournament; Then it

“was the:55s in‘Vista and 65s:in’

Angheim. ] had a great time.”
Apparently, some ;ofi‘the
;seniors: -will. play -until::they

‘drop; “and- accordmg to" Pet-
,‘ncevxch thatis what happened
toa player in one of higitour-.
naments. . He had ‘a heart at-

tack running from first to:third
and died on the diamond."

it

e ()c/"% /PPE




CHAMPIONS: The
Sport About team of

- Vista

T Fromrow, from lelt, Manny Magana (age 58), Frank Ferguson
{68y, John Odell (81), Tony Atier (59}, Max Gritzmaker (66). Back
row: Jack Underwood (62), Nick Kotas (65), Otis Rowland (59),

Vinnie‘PetriceVich {69}, Doc Jeffries (59), TomBice (65), Frank
Wilthelm {58). Not in picture: Dick Tasker (61}, Bill Parkinson (58},
Qdell is the former Vista Bombers pilcher.




Back' Larry Mason, Don Gaffey, Monty Morales, Everritt, Papa Bear, Dick Tasker. Stan

Katz ~--- Front

Nice Uniforms.

San Diego Senior Olvmpics Champs

at Rodriguez, fohn Torres, Paul Hodgking, Jim Canty —--—=-1996




Coastliners post 9-1 record in
“winning World Championships

Coastliners post 9-1 record in =~ gue. 15- 18-%
winning World Championships

sp M NoRTH
COUN PLAYELS
WenE FART o/
THIS A
TIAE I

Avpoph  CoLO.




hey show up just about every Tuesday
and Thursday morming at Vista’s Bren-

“laesand Buicks, open the trunk and pull out

thiedr Easton and Lovisville Slugger batbags,

They proudly shing them over their shoul-

“dters, walk 1o a nearby dugout and get ready
o play softball.

« Kneewraps, elhow wraps and shin guards
forsome pitchers are as much a part of their
wniforms as cleats. Those who still have hair
show more gray than a National City ship-
yard.

*Tdontthink there's a player in this
league that-doesy’ ¢ have an ache or a cut or
anoperation someplace,” said Bob Kaump,

2 amember ofthe Senjor Seftball Hall of
Fame.

Tobe eliginid for the San Diego North
County Senior Softball League, you must
have tirmed 30 by this year " Estimated aver-
ageage of the ;:«erm 2 ff a glance: garly
$0s. Frank Hecklingsr, 78, still plavs a spry
Afirst base. Of Hecklinger, a:m{her plaver
satd, "He's our here. We want 1o be ke
Frank when we grow up.”

The slow m[ch league is comprised of 12
teams, eight recreationad, four competitive.
There are ne umpires. The players make
thedr own calls, which oceasionally leads o
rhubarbs but seves money for pizza and
eer.

The competit w plavers teke the game se-
riously. Many of them use the North County
jeague w hw}g m siills for national our-
nament gﬁm' P mmf league comome-
5 ey fﬁﬁ\*s{z 190 games
erinarian, imumaket'
1 }:m ~ibz’“mdzsy,

g g

{:3.

& mx.i a% and ‘x&‘h\ﬂh""
TGS SO ver sations about prostate
i s ood, mgmzzg that
winid Se mwu?xr memning.

= pure kwve of

i b‘mnmxz “%

with the
and the
caneeyr.
e BT R
E’zzt mx sstof themn
e, f\}l{‘\ ;

;:*: around i the munors A few mede
e Show
;fim; foranyvene who ty

sithall the

r sound
betier

Tere w

~ gle Terrace Park. They park their Cadil-

srantgh 1o be signed by

For Car! Hutder, the game s avotd.
Hutzler is 66, He was a high sehoolcosxch In
Corvallis, Ore. Chargers head coach Mike
Riley plaved for Hutzder, So did Phoenix
Suns coach Danny Ainge. So did ESPN ana-
lwst Harold Rﬁym%de-, '

Hutzler has been divorced for 20 vears.
He asks a stranger i mardiage is really better
the second time around.

“This is a perfect deal for & guy ke me.”
seid Hutzder.

Whern he p&a»x Huszler wears durk gog-

gles that make him look ke *xl)}.{ balls Hor
au: Grant. At Sfoor10, 180 pounds, he's n
excellent shape, paricularly his legs. When
the competitive teatns met for pizza and beer
last Thursday, Hutzler passed on the bever
aws of choleg, Hf: was sipping water, '\\’hﬂz‘s
he sats meat, 1178 Jean. He cugs back on his
carbohy imh-zs,,

Hutzler moves with an athlete’s grace. He
played for 10 vears in the Boston Red Sox or-

gani . He's another member of the Se-
16 all Hall of Fame. He can moded

ne m‘tw ;ﬁ*’i anpionship vl
wn Hmzﬁg z". “r m i f.sw .v;th

s,

RE T Yol o
Island xxnii H

{i ;{w w; et i

homers off Casev one day during th

i*i at-

carpentry, making cabinets and surfboards
professionally.

He last surfed a vear ago. Asfor mfib;iji
he sadd, “T want to play at leastunti I 80

Lmtzm&e the 70vear-old conﬁ*ﬁ‘as’m»
. suffered a torn rotator cuff a couple of
y ears ago. He refused to have surgery, elect
ing to rehabilitate the shoulder through ex-
ercise.

“At my age. I don't want 1o take six
months off.” he said, *T don’t have that many
vearsleft,”

Gritzmaker bas seen two ;}ia:& ers suifor fa-
tal heart aitacks plaving senior softhail.

Said Temecula's Bob Ross, 70, who
pitched 47% innings in the majors with the
Senators and Phillies: *I'm sare both guys
would tell vou, %fw)u couid ask them, there’s
1o befter way to go.”

Legin uunm are common in the 1@*9.;:5{:{*
which uses a lot of pinch runners. To avoid
*ﬁd ing, plavers are allowed to run past gec-

sied and third. When runaers attempt to
score, home is about 12 feet to the side of the
actual plate to avold collisions.

The mood is normoally Heht during senior
games, but even semors practice thelr irev-
erent banter. When a player took two
straight strikes, the opposing first baseman
barked, “Nice-looking bat!”

Men being men. there has even been
fight or twa on the serdor diamond, Ross re-
members there was a real meticudous puy
d m un 'h's ‘“z ovsh ‘m op z

CEINO IO
said Koss. "The nexit
wers on the gmzm(;)“

There was another thne when a plaves
pushing 80 was pltching against 03

rouryger seniors. 1 he opposin,
Him. uwvmﬂh velling out, “Hey, old

The plrcher didn'troll with the pur
Paid urnpires were working that gam
»:;L pitcher pleaded with the un ;
mw mnake them stop calling m

freinoked around
Tsee around here ™

0’ 505“:3 i

f‘aqses in 5
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MAX GRITZMAKER
. e COMMISIONER

['am totally and completely frazzied . When I look in the mirror I hardly recognize mvself | think its
mostlv old age. ; gnize myself, 1

Standings through Sept 21st© Deja Vu 14 - 7, Coastliners 11- 8. Bicknell Travel 10-11,Vista SA 5~ 14

Vista and the Coastliners have 3 make up games. Deja Vu and Bicknell Tvi have | make up game, Our
final scheduied game is on Tues. at Bradley. Make up games can be scheduled if the managers want to do
50, let me know and we will make it happen.

At this time the feague has more people with more talent and skills than ever before. We have evolved
into a very competitive league. Winning is important even though there are no prizes. 1 must admit that
tove to win, Mowever, survival and the continuation of this league has been my number one priority, !
know this feeling is shared by many of vou and we will do well. 1 have been plaving in this league for 12
pius vears and the problems we have now are the same as we had 12 vears ago. These problems will
continue because it is not a perfect world.. 1 think we have done well with scheduling. rosters, and
assigning new players in an attemp (o achieve panty.

We have a new panty commities; Mike Baker, Cari Hutzler. Bruce Rocloff. and Bill Rath. | am asking
that they meet with the 4 managers and work on the rosters for next season. 1 am anticipating that the
season will run from Oct 12th through Dec. 23rd.

Another concern is antendance. The foltownig are reasons for absentecisn 1 Imuries 2. Work : some of
the relief tcachers may nuss more games now. 3. Family obligatiens 4. Indifference 3. Tournaments:
these are vear around happenings. ie. Phoenix in Oct. Las Vegas in Oct.. Menefee in Jan.. Sug city Az,
Mesa ete. in Mar, 1t goes on and on. By mv last head count 273 of plavers plav tournaments, What can we
do? 1 Continue as is by filling in for cach other and making games happen. 2. go 10 a 3 eam league.
Have no scheduie. Show up and choose up sides and have pracies games. Some plavers have indicated to
me that this is only 10 keep them tuned up for tournements. This accounts for the indifference and fack of
commitiment v a teare or the league

Next vear the league will need 2 npew Commusioner and at least 2 new mangers. Please step up and
volunicer, REMEMBER | " BE KIND TO EACH OTHER, AT THIS AGE WE DESERVE EACH
OTHERS RESPECT JUST FOR SHOWING UPY
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Sreni@r Softball I eague
up to bat in No. County

. Chuck Enger of Vista has
been named new commission-
ey for.the North County Com-
petitive - Senior . Softball
League, succeeding Max Grits-
raker.

Enger recently mez: with
team managers, ers, including Brad
Merrii]l {Vista Sport. A’bauz:}
Ha:zk,%aseﬁ {Bicknell Travel),
Bob Morse (Coastiiners; and
John Maples (Deja Vu), to
choose new teams. League play
ﬁe?&ﬁ 2333? 18 am% %i‘sl mzzmme Chuck Enger

Fom$ildSam
‘Any players ages S50-80 inrer-
ested in playing competitive
slowspitch softball can contact
- Enger at (7607 941-1937 or Bob
~ Morse {:%} 74311736,

2o co NCSS Summer Season Champs
Back: JohmMirchell Bill Jennings. Doc, Roger Keller, John Maples.

Fronu Bsb Beard, Joe Raffa, Jim Bradley, Dick E Hison, Carl Hutzler

WM? ,,,,,







Frank Hecklingers 80th
Birthday Party

Frank,an ex New York Yankee farm hand,celebrated his 80th
birthday on April 28th. 2001, We all helped him and even had 1t
covered by KUSI and he received a tape of the affair. He even
celebrated bv plaving and getting a couple of hits. It 1s pretty much
unanimous that he has the softest hands for plaving ball of anvone
1 the league

T i i
2 SR R
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First Edition

This is the first of a continuing series of periodic newsletters. which has as its goal, providing info 1o the
league members on a timely basis. All comments and suggestions are appreciated.

Pt

Did You Know?

NCSS is filing the appropriate paperwork to classify the league as Non-Profit. This will benefit us as we
move forward. Alse. we have 2 web site. This site highlights our mission statement as well as rosters,
schedules and various email addresses. Currently it is not accessibie through a scarch engine. Access via
vour home page.  On the address fine type in ness-cd.com then click Go. Once you are connected add it
o vour “Favorites™ category.

Brengle Terrace/Mission - Bradiey Parks

Without an advanced notice Brengle Terrace maintenance people began te work on the fields. Thest
fields might not be available for at least six weeks, Dueto th is condition we will play alt Brengle Terrace
games on the schedule at the Missien fields until further notice. The play at Bradiey will continue as
scheduled. Refer to vour schedule or see the web site,

Player Safety

The new league officers and managers held a player safety meeting. It was determined that the league
votes last fall banning the Miken bat would be upheld for the foreseeable future. In addition & new
pitching parameter as well as a One-Up home run rule has been implemented.

K

Kacmp Selects Dates

Bob Kaump is the toprnament director for the league’s second annual invitational softball bash. The dates
are February 27 and 28. The league proposes to play the Thursday league game Wednesday, February 26,
The tournament will be held at the Bradiey fickd complex. This is a great way to abtain additional funds
for the league.

Camp Pendieton

John Maples is the tournament director of this major event sponsered by NCSS. It is boped we will miy
at least 25 teams. We wilk. also, open the snack shack and hold a raffle. The dates arc May 15 - 18 W
will need volunteers, se begin to think about your participation. The success of the tournament i3
dependent on every member of the league.

The Future
League officers and managers will select new team members on January 30. Games will be scheduled for
the first part of February. This is an excellent opportunity to check the web site for the new rosters and

schedule, which will he made avaifable on or aboat February 4. T4

Springs the week of February 9 that may effect the scheduling o

is 2 mator tournament i Palm

B

" . y

Califernia's Budget Deficit Causes Concern

The California budget orisis bits hard ut all aspects in the State. NUSS fecls the pinch. As g rosult we
il cach for the upcow saeye schedule, Maoving to the Mission

berden since we pay for plaving op San Marces fields. On the




North County Senior Softball - Competetive Division Roster
www.ncss-¢d.com

Team 1

Merrill, Brad - Mgr
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Winkler, Wally

Inactive v
Guy, Bob (T)'

Kaump, Bob
Roelofs, Bruce

- (760) 632
Oiivas, Sammy

) (?’80)494?@9? -

uchanan, Rick
hapman Bttiy

ellerive, Jim o
lomberg, Chuck
ssefia, John (T)
hacon, John (Th)
handler, Don
Maria, Bob
odgkins, Paul
utzler, Carl (Th)
ennings, Bilt

eller, Roger

ramer, Vince _
rawford, Raymond

Jacobs, Jaﬂ
L. Kakadelas, Kevin
McGhee Al

0669 Maples, John
Robinson, H

. -10¢
‘ (248) 736-6

tartinez, Johnnie
lunnery, James

zggms, S

".‘(949{413 1862 Saldafia, Al

orse, Bob oberts, Mike

Tprres JT
Th_u‘rman, Tim (Th)

affa, Joe

| Rosenbaum, Steve

awson, Jordan
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2007 Teams

TEAM #1

) ack Row: Gary ottenﬁel Vince Petricevich, Wally Winkler, Gus Kriticos
Middle Row: Max Gritzmaker, Ron Elson, John Mitchell, Brad Merrill
Front Row: Sammy Olivas, Bob DiMaria, Joe Dwyer, Dave Buck

TEAM # 2

Back Row: Hank Mason. Mike Finney, Herb Althouse, Herschel Robinson
Middle Row: Bill Chapman, John Costley, Mike Baker. 1.7, Torres
Front Row: John Maples, Jeff Jacobs, Al Saldana, Al McGhee




TEAM #3

e

Back Row Bii Jennings, Roger Keller, Chuck Coleman, Bruce Roel, John Cessena
Middle Row: Jim Bellarive. Russ Arnold, Bob Storm, Paul Hodgkins, John Rauch
Front Row: Dan Haveron, Joe Raffa, Don Chandler, Rick Allen

TEAM # 4

i

Back Row: Richard Jacobs, Jim Riggins. Bill Gaynor, Mike Roberts, Jack Givens
Middle Row: Steve Rosenbaum, Jim Nunnery, John Martinez, Vince Cramer, Bob Clary

Front Row: John O Dell, Rich Fern, Dick Ellison. Jim Wahlrab, Charhie Scont



REFLECTIONS

By Max Gritzmaker

As we look back we can see the many changes that have taken
place since the League’s beginning. We lowered the playing age to
fifty years of age. This resulted in stepping up the caliber of play.
New rules were made regarding high tech equipment. High tech
equipment caused safety concerns. Holding the Pendleton
Tournament has resulited in the league becoming financially sound.
Previously dues were collected and kept going up to meet the
demands of field rental and insurance. Before becoming
financially sound, the teams needed to seek out sponsors to defray
all or some of the expenses. Money from the tournament now
covers the expenses. This method has caused us to lose some team
identities such as Sport About or DeJaVu. We are now identified
as the North County Sentor Softball League,Competitive Division
with teams being only numbers. Our uniforms are all the same
whereas previously, with individual team sponsors, we had some
good looking team uniforms. Having the tournament money
makes playing softball in our league a real bargain. In fact it is
free.



See you later, Dude

I’m going to Motown to see the brothers
1°d rather stay here if | had my druthers

Judy loves you all but what does she know
She thinks I’m beautiful, it just goes to show

You can’t always do what you want in life
But in my case I can cause I don’t have a wife

Come December and I’'ll return
That’s if the bridges mend that 1 did burn

But if they don’t that’s too dam bad
I had fun and you’ve been had

Some of you take the game way too serious
You get bent out of shape and that’s delirious

Why don’t you chile out and enjoy the game
Don’t look for a reason or someone to blame

Be like Ellison and have a ball
Don’t blame one guy, blame them all

Or vou can be like O’dell, Kaump or Dave Buck
Win or lose they have fun and charge it to luck

So until we meet again [ want you to know
What you reap in life you will sow

Vinnie — March 2007







